WHAT ANN LANG READ

WHO was Ann Lang ? Alas ! I am not sure; but
she flourished one hundred and sixty years ago,
under his glorious Majesty, George L, and I have
become the happy possessor of a portion of her
library. It consists of a number of cheap novels,
all published in 1723 and 1724, when Ann Lang
probably bought them; and each carries, written
on the back of the title, " ann Lang book 1727,"
which is doubtless the date of her lending them to
some younger female friend. The letters of this
inscription are round and laboriously shaped, while
the form is always the same, and never " Ann
Lang, her book/' which is what one would expect.
It is not the hand of a person of quality: I venture
to conclude that she who wrote it was a milliner's
apprentice or a servant-girl. There are five novels
in this little collection, and a play, and a pamphlet
of poems, and a bundle of love-letters, all signed
upon their title-pages by the Ouida of the period,
the great Eliza Haywood.

No one who has not dabbled among old books
knows how rare have become the strictly popular
publications of a non-literary kind which a genera-
tion of the lower middle class has read and thrown
away. Eliza Haywood lives in the minds of men
solely through one very coarse and cruel allusion
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